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ROOSEVELT PARK IN ANAHEIM HILLS SITE OF MEMORIAL TREE PLANTING 
ANAHEIM, CA – April 19, 2019 – A beautiful Coast Live Oak tree was planted yesterday at Peralta Park in Anaheim as part of the Margie Hilgenfeld Tree Memorial Program offered through Anaheim Beautiful.  The program provides the opportunity to plant a tree in honor or memory of a loved one. Each planting has its own story including the most recent in honor of the Pena family. The family has been gathering in Anaheim parks for the past 65 years every Easter. The last 20 have been at Peralta Park bringing more than 80 members spanning four generations. 

“We planted this tree in honor of our family members who have passed throughout the years, but in particular for Sal Pena, the oldest of the first generation, who passed away in 2018,” said family member Annette Brown. “Sal was the one who started this tradition in an effort to keep the family together from generation to generation. He started it to spend time with his family and was surprised the tradition has continued for so many decades.” 
This year, once again, the family will gather at Peralta Park for their Easter tradition. Thanks to the quick response of Anaheim Beautiful’s partner for the program, the City of Anaheim’s Parks Division, the tree was planted just in time for Easter.  Several family members came to be included in the planting that took place on Thursday, April 18. 

“Every time we plant a tree, we come to realize how very important this program is to our City,” said Sandra Sagert, president of Anaheim Beautiful. “The stories of loved ones and the memories that are symbolized through these plantings are very special. Having a living memorial that can be enjoyed not only privately, but also by visitors to our parks every day, is something we are very proud to provide to our community. We are fortunate to have wonderful partners in the program through the Anaheim Parks Division who take great care in selecting the location and species for these plantings.” 

The Margie Hilgenfeld Tree Memorial Program, in partnership with the City of Anaheim Community Services Department, offers the opportunity to plant these special living memorials throughout the many parks in Anaheim. Information on the program can be found at http://anaheimbeautiful.org/margie-hilgenfeld-tree-memorial/.
###

Anaheim Beautiful is a 501 c3 non-profit organization dedicated to encourage recycling, prevent litter and graffiti and to preserve and enhance the beauty of The City of Anaheim. To find out how you can be involved and/or donate visit www.anaheimbeautiful.org.
Photo Caption:  More than four generations gather each year at Easter in an Anaheim city park to celebrate the Pena family. This year as they have for the past 20 years, the family will meet at Peralta Park next to a beautiful new Coast Live Oak planted through Anaheim Beautiful’s Margie Hilgenfeld Tree Memorial program.  The tree will grow to over 40-60 feet and provide wonderful shade for years of future gatherings. 
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Photo Caption:  Several members of the Pena family joined the crew from Anaheim’s Park Division to plant the Coast Live Oak in Peralta Park that will be the site of the family’s traditional Easter gathering.
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